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Abstract : The concept of disability-free life expectancy has been
promoted as a health indicator by REVES, Paris. But the problems of
response bias, observer variation, lack of homogeneity in the data, and
different stages of epidemiological transition are some of the issues to be
addressed in any international comparison.

The paper points out while discussing the problems of cross-national
comparability of health expectancies, little attention has been drawn to
the difference in the age structure of the populations being compared.
Like mortality and morbidity, disability is also a function of age. It
addresses the issue of validity of the standardised values as measures of
composition-controlled relative values . The method decomposes the
observed difference in disability rates between the countries (or time-
periods) into (age) composition component and rate component subject to
satisfying the consistency criterion, that is, total effect = rate effect + age
effect. The paper describes a procedure which generates internally
consistent result for two cases, one when two population are involved
and the other when more than two populations are considered.
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