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Note that demographers have been actively involved in monitoring MDG 4 and 5 in 
particular.

Also note that MDGs include population health very prominently.  However, there is 
nothing on population trends or dynamics.
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Consistency:  coordination of statistical systems both at the national and international 
levels

Collaboration:  joint monitoring groups, important contribution by experts/academia

Availability:  increased capacity at national level, improved reporting from national to 
international statistical system
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In response to the increased demand for data to monitor the MDGs, MICS rounds are 
now every 3 years instead of 5

For MMR: when MDG monitoring started in 2002, focus was on producing estimates 
for most recent period.  Starting in 2010, there has been a systematic evaluation of 
trends since 1990.  In 2012, the evaluation published by WHO et al. was based on 
consistent series of estimates for 5-year intervals from 1990 till 2010. 
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Other topics of interest to demographers from the HLP report:

Demographic change – Notes that the impact of population growth and ageing need to 
be taken into account.  Mentions demographic dividend and the need to create job 
opportunities.

International migration – Asserts that universal human rights and fundamental 
freedoms of migrants must be respected.  Recognition of economic contribution of 
migrants.

Urbanization – Notes need for good local governance, management and planning, and 
the need to generate jobs.

Data revolution – Stresses importance of improving data but does not discuss 
ways/strategies.  Mentions innovative means of data collection (mobile technology for 
real time statistics) and the disconnect between innovative technologies and the 
traditional statistical community. 
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Also of interest to demographers:

Under a goal on governance, HLP report calls for providing “free and universal legal 
identity, such as birth registrations”

Under a goal on stable and peaceful societies, it calls for reducing “violent deaths per 
100,000 by X” and eliminating “all forms of violence against children”
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Let’s come back in a moment to the proposal for a fertility target and talk for a 
moment about population goals and targets in general.
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